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VVAF Sponsors Panel on Mine Action





Recent Events





December 16, 2013: US and Vietnamese officials signed an MOU that strengthened their bilateral relations on mine action. This MOU is the product of 18 months of work which began with a study mission by the National Standing Board on Mine Action. This study mission was facilitated by VVAF as part of their technical assistance on mine action issues in Vietnam.


December 2013: Catalina Serna-Valencia, CEO/Executive Director of The International Center, visited Vietnam as part of trip to conduct project oversight and meet with potential donors.


June 3-6, 2013: VVAF and a delegation from BOMICEN/Engineering Command travelled to Laos. The delegation had a series of meetings with UXO Laos, as well as NRA and NPA Laos, to get an overall picture of demining operations, especially their on-going Pilot Land Release Project. The study tour to Laos aimed at researching how the Laos Regulatory Authority (NRA) accepted and endorsed Land Release methodology in Laos





On September 12, 2013, VVAF co-organized a side-event from the Fourth Meeting of the States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions. The session provided several insights into the current range of persons with disability (PWD) tracking systems around the world, specifically relating to mine/explosive remnants of war (ERW) survivor/victim assistance, and information management.





As a co-sponsor, VVAF Country Director Thao Griffiths was a panelist along with representatives from the Geneva International Center for Humanitarian Demining and the Center for International Stabilization and Recovery.





Through selected case studies of national contexts, the session addressed several key questions including: What data and surveillance requirements do national and international actors have, within both the PWD and HMA sectors?; What survey and/or other data exist in relation to PWDs in general and victims/survivors specifically?; How might existing data be used by national and international actors to discharge their responsibilities with respect to States’ obligations to victims/survivors under the CCM and other legal instruments?; and What obstacles do they face? Are new initiatives planned that address these obstacles?





The session also addressed different issues related to PWD data including: the analysis and better understanding of existing surveys or other PWD-related data in selected national case studies; the study of the broader international perspective, including on-going initiatives and existing plans for new initiatives; analysis and better understanding of data requirements for mine action national and international actors including challenges in meeting them; and victim assistance and disability landscape seen in terms of information management systems: recommendations for IMSMA software improvements to better serve victim assistance as well as an overview of related programs and national laws. 








With the vision to build upon the network of mental health resource experts for promoting the community based mental health care system development in Vietnam, the 4-week international mental health leadership training program was carried out in Melbourne, Australia from October 14 to November 8, 2013. This course reflected the effort in linking the two projects of mental health: the taskforce and the mental health consortium projects through various aspects. 





The course was designed in a way to emphasize building a comprehensive mental health care system that include both  health and social sectors, to utilize the taskforce and the consortium projects as cases for discussion and group work. Some of the course participants were the members of the mental health consortium, members of the taskforce project. A diversified group of 12 participants from different professions (mental health managers, mental health program officers, psychiatrists, clinical psychologist, social workers, general practitioner, researchers, teachers...),health and social sectors,  central and provincial levels, government and non-government organizations, and university and research institute were trained. 


The participants developed a community based mental health services delivery framework based on the Vietnam’s context in result of the training. 





This product will be used as reference for further development of the comprehensive and community based mental health service delivery model to be piloted in the two selected provinces under the mental health consortium project, Thanh Hoa and Ben Tre. The course also provided a good chance for Vietnamese participants to learn and practice working in teams to promote multi-disciplinary approaches for common goals toward the betterment of mental health for the Vietnamese people.


	





International Mental Health Leadership Program








